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TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION GRANTS $18 MILLION TO 
TEXAS LEGAL AID GROUPS
AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Access to Justice Foundation has announced its 2007-2008 grants totaling $18 million to be distributed to 40 legal aid organizations throughout Texas. The Foundation’s grant year runs September 1 through August 31.

Each year, Texas legal aid organizations help about 100,000 low-income individuals with their civil legal needs. Grants from the Texas Access to Justice Foundation help legal aid organizations provide free legal advice and representation to low-income Texans with civil legal problems, such as landlord-tenant issues, family law matters and consumer issues.

Unlike the criminal justice system, indigent Texans facing civil legal problems are not guaranteed an attorney. According to a recent U.S. Census Bureau report, Texas is the seventh poorest state in the country, with more than 16 percent of Texans living in poverty. Many of these individuals will have a civil legal problem at some point.
“Legal aid organizations make a significant difference in the lives of low-income Texans,” Foundation Executive Director Betty Balli Torres said. “Our poverty population continues to grow, and with that comes an increased need for free legal assistance.” 
To qualify for legal aid, an individual cannot earn more than $12,763 per year. A family of four must earn less than $25,813 per year.
The grants will be distributed as follows over the course of the year. For a complete list of grants by funding source, visit www.teajf.org. 
	Headquarters
	Legal Aid Organization
	Grants

	Arlington
	Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas
	$3,609,376

	Austin
	Advocacy, Inc.
	$947,349

	Austin
	Catholic Charities of Central Texas
	$50,000

	Austin
	Equal Justice Center
	$45,000

	Austin
	Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, Inc.- TCRP
	$262,414

	Austin
	Political Asylum Project of Austin
	$181,633

	Austin
	Southern Disability Law Center
	$83,670

	Austin
	Texas Advocacy Project, Inc. - Legal Hotlines
	$235,395

	Austin
	Texas Legal Services Center 
	$1,097,410

	Austin
	Volunteer Legal Services of Central Texas
	$180,166

	Beaumont
	Catholic Charities of Southeast Texas
	$35,910

	Beaumont
	Jefferson County Bar Association Pro Bono Program
	$40,000

	Bryan
	Brazos County Legal Aid Referral
	$40,000

	Dallas
	Catholic Charities of Dallas
	$232,292

	Dallas
	Dallas Bar Association Community Service Fund
	$110,787

	Dallas
	Legal Hospice of Texas
	$151,022

	El Paso
	Diocesan Migrant & Refugee Services
	$185,438

	El Paso
	Las Americas Refugee Asylum Project
	$73,035

	El Paso
	Opportunity Center for the Homeless
	$42,439

	Harlingen
	Casa de Proyecto Libertad
	$212,249

	Houston
	Aid to Victims of Domestic Abuse
	$293,173

	Houston
	Boat People SOS, Inc.
	$62,030

	Houston
	Cabrini Center for Immigration Legal Services
	$144,302

	Houston
	Earl Carl Institute for Legal and Social Policy
	$50,000

	Houston
	Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program
	$233,012

	Houston
	NAACP - Houston
	$119,336

	Houston
	South Texas College of Law
	$58,732

	Houston
	Southeast Texas Legal Clinic
	$23,920

	Houston
	University of Houston Law Center
	$121,943

	Houston
	YMCA International
	$144,303

	Lubbock
	Legal Aid Society of Lubbock
	$108,114

	Nacogdoches
	Lone Star Legal Aid
	$3,511,874

	San Antonio
	Catholic Charities of San Antonio
	$149,976

	San Antonio
	Family Violence Prevention Services, Inc.
	$75,794

	San Antonio
	Refugee & Immigrant Center for Education 
	$38,260

	San Antonio
	St. Mary's Law Clinic
	$68,856

	San Juan
	Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, Inc.-South Texas
	$157,065

	Sugar Land
	Fort Bend Lawyers Care
	$19,767

	The Woodlands
	Montgomery County Women's Center
	$54,500

	Weslaco
	Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc
	$4,841,958

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total 
	$18,092,500


Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas, Lone Star Legal Aid and Texas RioGrande Legal Aid are the primary providers of legal aid in Texas. Arlington-based Legal Aid of NorthWest Texas serves 114 counties in the North and upper West Texas region. Nacogdoches-based Lone Star Legal Aid serves 72 counties in the East Texas region. Weslaco-based Texas RioGrande Legal Aid serves 68 counties in the Rio Grande Valley, South and Central Texas, and lower West Texas. 
The Texas Access to Justice Foundation, created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the primary state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers a variety of funding sources, which are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing legal aid to approximately 100,000 Texans each year. 
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