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TEXAS EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION AND EQUAL JUSTICE WORKS ANNOUNCE LEGAL AID FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN TEXAS
AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, in partnership with Equal Justice Works, has announced its 2007-2008 legal fellowship opportunities, which will enable three public interest attorneys to implement special projects at Texas legal aid organizations. The two-year projects will focus on increasing the availability of civil legal assistance to low-income Texans.
To apply for the Equal Justice Works Fellowships Program in Texas, applicants should obtain the commitment of a host legal aid organization and design a unique project involving legal advocacy on behalf of disenfranchised groups or individuals, or relating to issues that are not adequately addressed by the legal system. 

Betty Balli Torres, executive director of the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, said that fellowship work is integral to ensuring access to justice for indigent Texans.

“Equal Justice Works fellows have done tremendous work here in Texas at organizations such as Advocacy, Inc., Lone Star Legal Aid and Dallas Legal Hospice,” Torres said. “Their work is making a significant difference in the lives of low-income Texans, including children, the homeless and people with disabilities.”  

The legal projects must introduce new services or expand upon services provided by the host organization. Preference will be given to projects which impact a significant number of people, can be replicated in other communities and create lasting institutions or programs.
The Equal Justice Works Fellowships Program is the largest postgraduate legal fellowship program in the nation.  The program was launched in 1992 to address the shortage of attorneys working on behalf of traditionally under-served populations and causes in the United States and its territories. 

Recognizing that many obstacles, including daunting educational debts, prevent committed attorneys from practicing public interest law, the program provides financial and technical support to lawyers working on innovative and effective legal projects.
Including the 2007 slots, the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation has provided funding for 11 legal fellowships in Texas since 2002.
To apply for the Equal Justice Works Fellowship Program, applicants must submit an application online at www.equaljusticeworks.org by September 19, 2006, 5:00 p.m. Eastern time. For more information about Equal Justice Works fellows in Texas, visit www.teajf.org.
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, created by the Supreme Court of Texas in 1984, is the largest state-based funding source for the provision of civil legal aid in Texas. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers several funding sources, which are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing legal aid to approximately 100,000 Texans each year. 
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