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TEXAS EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION AND NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR PUBLIC INTEREST LAW SELECT AUSTINITE FOR 2002 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

Austin-based Fellow will work toward gender equity in Texas classrooms.

AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (TEAJF) and the National Association for Public Interest Law (NAPIL) have selected University of Texas at Austin law student Amy Magee as a 2002 NAPIL Fellow. McGee, who will be placed at the Texas Civil Rights Project in Austin, will implement the Texas Equity in Education Campaign, a program she developed to ensure students receive equal access to education and equal treatment in primary and secondary classrooms. 

The campaign will focus on researching gender equity in the classroom; educating teachers, administrators and the community on the current condition of gender inequity; and providing educators and students with the tools necessary to improve gender equity in the classroom. The Fellowship will run from September 2002 through August 2004.

“We are very pleased to embark on this exciting partnership with NAPIL,” Judge Lora Livingston, TEAJF Board Vice Chair, said. “We believe that Ms. Magee’s project will have a positive impact on Texas students.”

The NAPIL Fellowships Program, now known as the Equal Justice Works Fellowships since the March 2002 name change to Equal Justice Works, is the largest postgraduate legal fellowship program in the nation.  The program was launched in 1992 to address the shortage of attorneys working on behalf of traditionally under-served populations and causes in the United States and its territories. 
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Recognizing that many obstacles, including daunting educational debts, prevent committed attorneys from practicing public interest law, the program provides financial and technical support to lawyers working on innovative and effective legal projects. In 1997, NAPIL expanded the fellowship program to encourage partnerships between law firms, corporations and public interest organizations to fund fellowships. The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation is co-sponsoring Magee’s fellowship along with NAPIL.

During her Fellowship, Magee will target low-income populations living primarily in rural minority communities. Through the Texas Civil Rights Project, she will initiate a community outreach and education program first in north Texas, then eventually in the state’s south, east and west regions.

"We are fortunate to have Amy Magee working with us as a NAPIL Fellow, and have every confidence that Amy's dedication and hard work will have an enormous impact on helping make the Texas education system more equitable to young women in Texas, especially those who live in rural areas and minority communities," said Jim Harrington, director of the Texas Civil Rights Project. "We are honored that NAPIL and TEAJF have chosen our Project for this important work. Amy has volunteered with us in the past, and she is a person of great competence and sensitivity. Her NAPIL Fellowship will serve the students of Texas very well."
The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation (www.txiolta.org) administers funds to create community capacity to provide civil legal services for low-income Texans. The organization is committed to the vision that all Texans will have equal access to justice, regardless of their income. The Foundation administers the Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts (IOLTA) fund, the Basic Civil Legal Services (BCLS) fund and the Crime Victims Civil Legal Services (CVCLS) fund. The funds from each of these innovative sources are earmarked to assist nonprofit organizations in providing free civil legal services to low-income Texans. 
The National Association for Public Interest Law (www.equaljusticeworksl.org), now known as Equal Justice Works, was founded in 1986 by law students dedicated to surmounting barriers to equal justice that affect millions of low-income individuals and families. Today, NAPIL is the country's leading organization engaged in organizing, training and supporting public service-minded law students, and is the national leader in creating summer and postgraduate public interest jobs.

The Texas Civil Rights Project (www.texascivilrightsproject.org) promotes social, racial, and economic justice through education and litigation. TCRP, a statewide nonprofit organization, operates under the auspices of Oficina Legal del Pueblo Unido, Inc., a community-based, tax-exempt foundation in the Rio Grande Valley. Since its founding in 1990, TCRP has achieved substantial systemic gains in ensuring justice for all Texans. 
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