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SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS AND TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE COMMISSION ANNOUNCE FREE PROTECTIVE ORDER KIT FOR VIETNAMESE VICTIMS OF 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Houston, Texas --- The Supreme Court of Texas and the Texas Access to Justice Commission today announced the availability of a free, self-help Vietnamese Protective Order Kit, which will enable Vietnamese-speaking victims of domestic violence to obtain court-ordered protection on their own. The Protective Order Kit was released in English and Spanish earlier this year.
The free Protective Order Kit is designed to help low-income abuse victims break the cycle of violence through legal means. Legal aid has been cited as one of the primary reasons for a decline in domestic violence nationwide; victims of family violence are more likely to leave their abusers permanently if they have access to affordable legal help, such as protective orders, divorce, and child custody and support.
The kit can be accessed online at www.TexasLawHelp.org. The Web site features free information for low-income Texans in a variety of civil legal matters, including consumer and family law, public benefits, and immigration.
The step-by-step Protective Order Kit, created by a Texas Supreme Court Task Force, comes with detailed instructions for filling out the paperwork, having a temporary order signed by a judge, and requesting a hearing date to grant the protective order. The temporary order and the protective order are enforceable once they are signed by a judge. 
The kit also provides information to help victims prepare for the hearing. There is no cost to the victims to participate in these proceedings. All instructional documents are available in Vietnamese. Although court forms must remain in English due to court requirements, a monolingual Vietnamese speaker may request an interpreter at any court proceedings.
Texas Supreme Court Justice Harriet O’Neill unveiled the Vietnamese Protective Order Kit at a press conference in Stafford, Texas, outside of Houston. O’Neill was joined by Stewart Gagnon, an attorney with Fulbright & Jaworski in Houston and chair of the Court’s Protective Order Task Force, and Hai Nguyen, counselor with Houston Area Women’s Center.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 122,000 Texans speak only or primarily Vietnamese. Vietnamese is the third most frequently spoken language in Texas, after English and Spanish. O’Neill cited the importance of the Vietnamese-language Protective Order Kit, particularly for victims whose inability to speak English may prevent them from seeking help. 
“Language should never be a barrier to safety for victims of domestic violence,” O’Neill said. “The Vietnamese population of Texas is increasing rapidly, and many are primarily Vietnamese speakers. The Supreme Court of Texas and the Texas Access to Justice Commission are working to ensure that non-English-speaking victims of domestic violence have equal access to our courts to protect themselves and their families.” 
Studies show that domestic violence has serious physical, emotional and financial consequences for victims and their families. Children who grow up in homes where abuse occurs are more likely to get into abusive relationships. In 2004, more than 182,000 domestic violence incidents were reported in Texas. In the same year, 115 women were murdered by an intimate partner. 
The Protective Order Task Force, which developed the kit, is composed of experienced family law practitioners, judges and prosecutors from throughout Texas. The Texas Access to Justice Commission, with a grant from the Texas Bar Foundation, has distributed the kit in hard copy and on CD to law enforcement agencies (including police departments and sheriff offices), domestic violence shelters, medical facilities, court clerks and public libraries. 

-30-

